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Dear Senfibility — ſauree inenhauſlible of all that's. 
precious in our Joys, or coſlly in our - ſorrows: — Tis 
here I feel thee . tis thy divinity that ſtirs within me. 
erous joy — ſome generons 
care beyond myſelf. —All comes from thee.” Sterne. 
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PREFACE. 
Tas lives.of good ar endinent perſons, have alewaye 
been thought a wer y uſeful fludy, as they ſet before us examples 
which may incite us to virtue, and trace out to us @ path, 


wherein emulation may induce us to it. But the Author 


of this little Hiſtory, which is Jounded on fad, preſumes, that: 


the life of a man, more than ordirarily good, hoſe ſation and 


op portunttics of adding, are on a level with a great part 77 


* 
man b ind, might afford a more” uſeful !fſon than the lives of 
his ſuperiors, as being more within the reach of imitation. 
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Real Senſibility. 


> > 9 S 


1% Grokoe Exrrsox's father was the younger ſon of 
8 an ancient and opulent family, and as ſuch receiv- 
ed only a ſmall! proportion of his father's wealth, but by 
his proſeſſion was enabled to live genteelly. He dedi- 
cated all his leiſure hours to the care of his children's 
education: Eier learnivg he left ty proper maſters; the 
obj«& of his attention was their hearts. He inſtructed 
them fully in the Chr iſtiun religion, and ſhewed them 
that it was the beſt foundation, as well as ſureſt ſupport, 
of moral virtue. . | 

Before big fon George had completed his 2 1ſt. year, his 


familx, by The deatilof his wife &two children was reduced 


to two ſons and one daughter. James, his fecond ſon, was 
then but twelve, and his daughter fourteea years old. 
Tunis difference in their ages determined Mr. Elhiſon to 
truſt in his ſon George's hands two thirds of the ſum of 
{. 4,000 of which be was poſſefied. By fo good a capital he 
hoped to ſecure the fnccelſs of his eldeſt fon; whoſe diſpo- 
avon gave him reaſon to believe he ſhould thereby do 
the beſt ſervice to his other children. H knew the 
young man to be perfectly ſober, humane and generous, 
and at the ſame time an exceedingly good economilt ; ex- 
tremely diligent, and well inclined to that care of, and 
attention to, his affairs, ſo neceſſary for thoſe who under- 
take merchandiſe, And deed; George, as he entered into 
merchandiſe. wiſhed to, puiſue it in the molt profitable 
manner, indifferent as toany inconveniences which might - 
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attend it. Hethereforeendeavonredrofettle correſponden - 


ces with ſome of the leſs adventurous mei chants by whoſe 
means he might negotiate a quick trade from Jamaica, 
where he intended to fix; & the character he had eſtabliſh, 
ed in the city, hy his excellent behavior during his appren- 
ticeſhip with Mr. Lamont, an eminent merchant,render-. 
ed him ſucceſsful in both theſe articles; and with warm 


hopes, tho tender concein, he took leave of bis father and 


this kingdom, well provided with correſpondents here, 
and recomm2c.dation> to the principal people in Jamaica, 
Five years after his firſt fettling at Jamaica, he ac- 
quainted his father with his reſolution of returning the 
whole capital he ſet ont with, obſerving the hazard his 
brother and ſiſter ran by his being entruſted with the 
whole; but, that his facher might not apprehend he was 
diſtreſſing himſelf, he further informed h,m that he had. 
now raiſed a capital of £.6000, to which he ſhould als. 
ways think he had as good a title as himſelf, | 
If Mr. Elliſon's good conduct gamed him the eſteem: 
of his own ſex, we may eafily ſuppoſe the other was not 
inſenſible of his merit; eſpacially as it was accompanied 
wich a very fine perſon, a face handſome from, great ſym- 
metry of features, but ſtill more from vivacity, ſenſihili- 
ty. and ſweetneſs of countenance; a manner and addreſs, 
pou and cngaging, and a turn for converſation pecu«. 
iarly agreeable. As the manners of Jamiaca are not 
peculiarly reſerved, many intimations were given to him 
of the favourable diſpoſition of the ladies; but his atten- 
tion was ſo totally engaged by his buſineſs, that the 
ſtrongeſt hiuts were loſt upon him; yet the politeneſs of 
his behavior, and the cheerfulneſs of his temper, ſo well 
concealed the coldneſs of his heart, that to warm it ſeem- 
ed no impracticable attempt; and,prudence as well as in- 
elination, might diſpoſe many to endeavour te gain the 
affections of ſo worthy and ſo ſucceſsful a young man, 
No woman had the mortification of thinking the had a 
rival, till a widow lady entered the liſts. | 
This lady was ſeven years older than Mr. Ellifon, hav- 
ing completed her three and thirtieth year. Though 
the bloom of yonth was paſt, the was {till haadſome, 
aud behaved very prudently in the different ſafes of life 
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it'which ſhe had appeared ; was poſſefſed of ten thouſand 


pounds in money, and a plantation of no leſs value. Mr. 
Elliſon's Friends perſuaded him not to let flip ſo good 


an opportunity of improving his fortune; ſince, without . 
thoſe advantages, her character and'perſon rendered it 
an eligible match; He liſtened, without reluctance, to 


the advice of his friends, but; being ſenſible be ſhould” 
feel /double ſatisfaction if he had his fathers ſanRion, he 
nou, not make any direct addteſs to the lady, till he 
had received that neceffary, conſent. His father took 


tlie firſt” opportunity. of removing this impediment, ſend- 
ing not enly his conſent, but his approbation, accompani- 


ed with the warmeſt wilhes for h's happineſs. 


Mr. Elliſon, whoſe inclination for the lady had increaſ- 


ed with acquaintance, received his father's letter with 
joy; and, now making an expreſs declaration of his at- 


tachment, che widow, without affected reluctance, 
accepted his propoſal, and the marriage was ſoon com- 


pleted. $I 

By the alteration of kis ſortune, Mr. Elliſon found his 
ſphere of action extended; but (as is ſrequently the caſe) 
this gave him great nneaſineſs. The thing which had 


chiefly hurt him during his abode in Jamaica, was the 
eruclty uſed upon one part of mankind, as if the differ-' 


ence cf complexion excluded them from the human race. 


He had not been mairied above a week before he gave 
great offence to his wife aud ſteward, by puttigg a ito 4 


to a moſt ſevere puniſhmeat, juſt beginning to be inſlict- 


ed on a great number of them, who, intoxicated with the | 
pleaſures of a holy-day, had not returned home at the 


time commanded, Jam,“ ſaid he, “ determined, 
henceforward, to eaſe your ſteward of ths part of his 


bufinefs; the product of the land be may ftill attend, 


but they who cultivate it ſhall be ny cars; be is not fit 
to de truſted with any thing but what is names, ad 


that you may not think 1 pay too high a price tor this 


mdulgence of my compaſſian, or rather e compUunce 
with my coulcience, I wiit endeavour to tin! a of 
rendering our ſlaves obedient, without violating he 
ot judice and humanity.” \ 2 
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Mrs. Elliſon was mortifiod to find her huſband incor- 
rigible in fo material an article, fearing leit her lortune 
ſhould ſuffer through his ſimplicity ; but humanity, when 
[ſufficiently warm and Ready, ſeldom waits long for the 
power and opportunity of exertion. He ſoon ormed a 


plan, and ſet about the execution of it with the utmoſt 


diligence. Afterwards haranguing his ſlaves.— While 
yon perform your duty,“ faid he, I thall look upon 
you as free ſervants, or rather like my children, for whoſe 
well-being I am ever anxious and watchful. I have pro- 
vided you with convenient habitations; given you 4 plen- 


tiful portion of all neceſſaries; athgned to each A ſinall' £ 
ſhare of peculiar property; taken care of you in lickneſs; 
an confidered your eaſe in health; I have increaſed your 


liberty; promoted your amuſemerts; aad much lighten. 
ed your puniſhments. . But {till theſe are two heavy; I 
cannot feel myſelf ſo ſuperior to any of my fellow-crea- 
tures, as to have a right of correcting them ſeverely ! I 
am determined therefore, for the future to aboliſh all 
corporeal puniſhments, I ſhall requue nothing of you 
that can be properly thought  hardlhip ; but, if gr atitude 
and prudetice carnort bivd you to good behaviour, the 
rſt offence ſhall be puniſhed by excluding you from par- 
taking of the next weekly holy - days; for theſecond fault 
you thall not only Be deprived of your diverſion, but of 
adiy's foad; an i, if theſe gentle corrections do not re- 


form you. on the third offence you Thall be fold to the 


fit purchaſer, however low the price offered; aad this 
ſentence is irreverfiblez no prayers, no intreaties, hall 
more me. The man who, after ſo happy a change in 
condition, can repeated!y offend, is not worthy to be the 


object ef my care; and Thall becpric the property ef 


ſo he maſter, hefe chaſtiſements may keep within the 
pounds of duty the actions of that man, whofe heart can- 
not be influenced by gratitude, nor his onegtrue inter- 


46 


Mr. Ellicn's humanity bad already gained the affec. 
tions of his flaves, but on this declaration they almoit 
4 lorud him, and in the (ſtrongeſt terms pronuſed him, 
and themſelves likewite, never to offend ſo good a mal- 
ter, in ſuch 4 manner as to brigg mem under the heivy 
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ſentiment of their hearts, but human frailty had ſcarcely 
left the refolution of one unbrokeit; et few of them were 
ſo ſenſeleſs as to incur the third panithment.  'The 'firſt 
who was ſo utifortunate; when he found that the Tentence 
was going to be put in execution, was almoſt diſtracted, 
and was with difficulty reſtrained from doing violence 
on himfelf, His iraportunate intreaties for pardon ex- 
tremely diſtreſſed Mr. Elliſon, To deny the poor wretck 
a farther trial, grieved him te the ſoul; and yet he ſaw 
that a ſtrict adherence to his firſt declaration was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; he therefore reſolved to endure the con-- 
flict, tho notrunmoved, yet with unaltered purpoſe ; and 
to ſhew them that, in deſpight of kis compaſſion, which 
was too great to be concealed, he was ſtill-inflezible, 
Mrs. Ellifon, who met him as he returned from this 
unhappy wietch, was amazed at his unealmels. ** Sute- 
ly,” ſaid ſhe, “ you have no ſpirit, if you can pity ſuch 
au ungrateful creature. I hope you are ſenſible it is a 
great weakneſs to be ſo tamely forgiving,” „How 
can I think fo,” replied Mr. Ellifon, „when 1 fee fuch 
various proòfs that the Being, in whom there is no weak- 
ness, who is all perfection, is far more forgiving than 
any of his creatures? He is love and mercy itſelf; can 
then any portion of the divine nature, that part of his 
image which he ſtamped on man, be eſteemed a failing ? 
How much more diſobedient are the beit of us to him, 
than our ſlaves are to us! Vt he does not cruſh us with 
his power; he neither ſends the rr to blaſt the 
oftender, nor peſtilence to conſume a ſinful country; 
he bears with us year after year, gives us frequent calls 
and admonitions to 1epentanec, and leaves us a long 
ſeaion for amendment. | | | 
As Mrs. Ellifon was not deficient in underſtanding, 
ſie ſaw there was fore truth in what her buſband had 
laid; but it was à truth her reaſon could more eaſily 
perceive, than her heart feel, for it was ſteeled by Habit. 
Mr. Elliſon, ſoon after his marriage, had deſired his 
father to {end him over a proper perſon to teach rending, 
ariting, and accompts ; leaving him at liberty as to the 
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ſtipend, only deſiring that the man might be ſober attid 
virtuous. As ſoonas this perſon arrived, he gave him- 


2-neat houſe, and eſtabliſhed him ſehook-maſter, ſend- 
ing all the children of his Negro ſlaves to be under his 


tuition. He cauſed them to be inſtructed in the princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian : religion, hoping thereby to civiliſe 
their manners, and rectify their diſphſitions. This of- 
fice he performed himſelf to thoſe more advanced in 
years, believing inſtruction would come with more au- 
thority and per:uaſion'from him, as they reſpected him 
as their maſter, and loved him for the happinefs they en- 
joyed in his ſervice ; and certainly ſuch doQrine can 
ſcarcely fail of proving periuaſive, whea the preacher's 
actions are ſo eminently conformable ts his precepts. 
By plentiful food and a comfortable life, Mr. Elliſon's 
negroes became ſtronger than any in the Ifland ; che 
natural ſtrengeh of-thoſe who belonged to other maſter: 
being conſamed by hardſhips and hunger. His were 
therefore able, with eaſe, to do ſo much more work, that 
he might have diminiſhed their number, if compaſſion 
had not prevented him. He had the ſatisfaction of 


ſeeing his conduct ſuceeed to bis mtmoſt-wiſh; Negroes” 


are naturally faithful and affectionate, though, on great 


provocation, their reſentment is. unbounded, and they 


will indulge their revenge, though to their | own certain 
deſtruction. f e Tot 
Above a year paſſed away without his being obliged” 
to {c!] another flave ; which gave him hopes he ſhould - 
never again by expoled to ſo painful an exertion of his 
power. And the poor wreith, whoſe example had ſo 
good an effect on his companions, had all that time ſuf- 
tered the uſual ſeverities under a hard maſter. His ſelf- 
reproaches made him doubly wretched, and as he lived 
in a plantation adjacent to Mr. Eiliſon's, he was a con- 
ſtant object of compaſiron to his former companions, who 
frequently lamented his fate, and repreſented his diſtreſs 
with ſuch pathetic ſimplicity, as touched Mr, Elliſon's 


compaſſionate heart to ſuch a degree, that he reſolved 


to repurchaſe him at any price. This he effected ow more 
reaſonable terms than he hoped, for the poor fellow's 
dejetion et ſpirits was ſuch, that it undermined-- his 
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health, and rendered * ſo weak, that his maſter was 
very glad to get the price he had given for him. When 


he was 


entirely overpowered his ſpirits. A boly-day was give 
to all the flaves to welcome his return, and never as 
the reſtoration of a monarch celebrated with more hear: 
felt difintereſted joy. | 
But, although the gratitude and aſſiduity of this · poor 
ſellow's future behaviour greatly rewarded his maſter, 
yet it produced a diſagreeable event; another ſlave was. 
encouraged by it to flatter himſelf that Mr. Ellifon, 
would never again exerciſe the ſame {everity, fince it had. 
proved ſo paintul te him ; but above all, not on one who. 
was particularly intelligent and uſeful, as this flave kicw 
himſelf. to be. On this ſuppoſition, he extended his of- 
fence to a third time, but was dreadfully ſurpriſed to find 
himſelf, notwithſtanding his moſt earneſt entreaties, doom 
d to be ſold. Before the day appointed for the ſale of the 


fender arrived, he was ſeized with a violent fever, & his 


alady ſo increaſed as to render his recovery dqubtful, & 
ae was defirous not to tecever. Preferring death to ſlav- 
Ty under another maſter, he refuſed to take the reme-. 
Les prefcribed, and earneftly begged he might be ſuf- 
ered to die. Mr. Elliſon thought his condition would 
ufficiently excuſe the reverſing of the ſentence ; fo that 
he poor man now became as anxious te preferve, as he 
ad been before deſirous of loſing his life; and, his mind 
being at eaſe, he recovered from his tever and his per- 
erſeneſs together. | * 

Mrs. Eiliſon, before the expiration of the firſt year of 
cir marriage, brought him a very fine boy. Her for- 


Nane enabled him to extend his trade; aii his ſucceſs. 


erein always anſwered his wiſhes. But he was not 
ree from vexations; Mrs. Elliſon, though a good ſort 
| a woman, was one of thoſe who make bad compan- 
ns in intimate ſociety. She was ſo very fond of her 
uſband, that ſhe was miſcrable if he were out of her 
ght. If, when abroad on buſineſs, he did not return 
tat the hour ſhe expected, he found her in agonies, 
t {ame misfortune had. befallen him; and, with floods. 


acquainted” with his being again become Mr. 
Ellifon's praperty, his joy was near proving fata!,having - 
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of tears, ſhe reproached him with inſenfibility of the 
pain ſhe ſuffered, from his want of punctuality. If he 
expreſſed an inclination to ſpend an evening witha friend, 


{he was inconſolable, and lamented his indifference. If 


he paid the common attentions which © poFtenafs requir- 
ed for any other women, the was fired with jealoufy. 
When any generous action of his reached her ears, which 
could not but happen frequently, ſhe would moſt pa- 
thetically lament, that, © notwithſtanding the fine for- 
tune ſhe brought, her dear boy would be a beggar,” and 
upon all emezgencies ſhe would ſay, that her firſt huf- 
band would not have uſed her fo. Had Mrs. Ellifon 
openly ſhewed an intention of enflaving her huſband, 
ſhe would have ſound him better acquamted with the 
relative duties of matrimony, than to have ſubmirted to 
a diſgraceſul and unnatural yoke. But, when they were 
fir ft matried, che reſtrained only with filken threads; 
the fetters were forged by degrees. By the little en- 
dearments of exceſſive fondneſs, ſhe would bring him to 
compliance, when he raifed objections from convenience 
or politeneſs ; and nnwilling to appear inſenſible of fo 
much tenderneſs, hie would ſometimes delay bulineſs,and 
break appointments. - Every compliance of this fort 
rendered her applications more frequent, and if he ſhew. 
ed miich reluQance, plaintive affectionate reproaches, of 
want of love, firengthened the requeſt. Every conqueſt 
more fulty convinced her of his weakneſs ; ſhe perceived 
that his greateſt fear was to give pain; that he could 
got be. without ſevere pangs, to be the canſe of unea- 
ſineſs to any perſon; but, above all, to one who was 
rendered ſuſcepiible of it chiefly by her love for him. 


Mr. Elliſon, however, at length {aw reaſon to ſofpe*: 


there was more of policy than love in” her behaviour; 
but, before he conceived this ſuſpicion, the had brought 
him to 4 habit of compliance, which he could not fhaße 
of without a flronger effort than the gentleneſs of his 
nature would ſuffer him to exert. | 
But, if he ſtood juſtified to himſelf, his friends pafſed 2 
leſs favourable ſentence. be) found themſelves de- 
prived of the moſt agreeable.ſociety the place afforded, 
and vere not a little angry with the occaſion of it. Son, 
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ſeriouſly and ſenſibly, adviſcd him to free himſelf from 


his bondage: others laughed at him for his puſilanimi- 


ty. A ſecret conſeiousneſs that the advice was good, 
and the ridicule juſt, made him receive both with great 
good humour, but they were both, equally ineffectual ; 


he eluded them in the beſt manner he could, telling the 


firſt, that © to throw off the reſtraint would give him 
more trouble, than he found in ſubmitting to it;“ and 
to the jeſters he only ſaid, they muſt not wonder, if 
his long application to merchandiſe, had taught him to 


ſee every thing in the light of traffic; and his wife had 


bought him at ſo great a price, that he thought ſhe had 
a right to make the beſt of the purchaſe,” “ Her pow- 
er over him could not be a fecret, but he had pride 
enongh to wiſh to conceal the uneaſineſs it gave him. 
Mr. Elliſon had other vexations, which increaſed with 
the age of his littie boy: he was equally the darling of 
both his parents, but they differed much in their opin- 
ions as to the proofs of that affection. The child was 
naturally of a paſſionate and ſtubborn temper, which his 
father ſaw with concern, and thoupht it his duty to keep 
him within reaſonable controul ; and, if poſſible, to con- 


quer faults, which when ſtrengthened 5 time and hab- 


it, muſt, prove incorrigible. Mrs, Elliſon, on the con- 
trary, called his paſſion, ſpuit, and his tubberneſs, con- 
ſtaney and ſteadineſs; and could not bear he ſhould re- 
ceive the leaſt contradiction. She. was continually puf. 
ling him up with the notion of his conſequence, repre- 
ſenting all the people about him as bis flayes, and mak- 
ing them ſeek to pleaſe him by the moſt abject means, 
She taught him to, look on them in the ſame light as ſhe 
herſelf did, as creatures deſtitute ef all natural rights, of 
ſenſe and feeling. She was pleaſed to ſee him vent his 
childiſh paſſions upon them, and was always ready to 
gratify his reſentments beyond his wiſh ; and ſo ſucceſs- 
ul were.her endeavors, that, by the time he arrived at 
the age of five years, he was a little fury, burſting with 
pride, paſſion, inſolence and obſlinacy. Mr. Elliſon ſaw 
all this with a very ſenſible concern; he endeayored 


to teach his wife the duty of a parent, and to convince - 
her, that ber indulgence rendered her the child's moſt 
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Mr. Elliſon's heart was too deeply engaged in the im- 
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fe, the faculty was too feeble to enter into the force of what i 
is arguments; ſhe was too perverſe to attend, and too ener) 
weak to be convinced. it was 
He then aſſumed an air, to which ſhe Had hitherto Yin ſacl 
been a ſtranger, and told her: “ Though he had facri. Wchiid ! 
ficed his own inclinations to her, ſhe muſt not expect to been 
find the ſame eaſy temper in bim, when the welfare ofthisſon Wit: fat} 
was at ſtake;” and in the meſt reſolute manner de- Mr. 
claredShe would not fuffer him to be made a brute. import 
Tears were now called to her aid; ſhe wept for his cru- Nd ont 
elty, and lamented the hatred he bore both to her and Hof the 
her child. But all theſe arts proved now unavailing ; Hand of 
than h 
portance of the cauſe of their centention, to be moved Nowa ir 
by any thing ſhe could fay ; and he kept fo firmly to evil h: 
his point, that ſhe began to think it adviſable to calm Wand if 
him by a ſeeming compliance, and that ſhe, or her dear either 
darling, might not incur Mr. Elliſon's anger, ſhe taught Yan inft 
the boy to conceal his thoughts and inclinations, and to I ſhe wa 
aſſume ſuch amamer in his father's preſence, as for a of {cn 
little time gave that affectionate parent great pleaſure ; K poor b 
but it was not long before he found, that to his ether Ytor his 
faults his ſon had now added a degree of deceit and hy- princi 
pocriſy, beyond what he imagined poſſible at ſo early Ellifor 
an age; and that, while he loved his mother for laying Yhow u 
the Baade of his future miſery, he beheld him only 
as an object of terror and hatred. To be ſuperiorly be- 
loved was ſo great a gratification to Mrs. Elliſon's nar- 
row and ungenerous mirid, that ſhe rejoiced in every 
ſymptom of his diſlike to his father, though beloved by 
her as much as was conſiſtent with ſuch ſelfiſh principles 
as her's. 
How truly unhappy is it for mankind that this dif- 
ference in parents, in regard to the education of ther 
children ſo generally prevails—- the mother 
fond of her child to exceſs, yet blinded by her fondneſs, 
indulges it without reaſon— and the father, tenderly MF this re 
dreading the ruin of his child, counteracting the mother I firſt, a 
in its preſence, while yet unable to judge of right or 
wrong. Mr, Elliſon's conduct, iu this reipect, was quite 


ons enemy; but, having never reaſoned in her Yprude! 
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13 
A difrerent; he was poſſeſſed of ſuch a ſorethought, d 
{ in her Yprudent conftancy in the wrong he refolved to rectiſy, as 
force of what is ſeldom (but which it could be wiſhed were oft- 
and too ener) to be met with. When hereproved Mrs. Elliſon, 
it was always in the abſence of his child, and then indeed, 
hitherto in ſuch a ſweet and perſuaſive manner, that had the 
id facri- ¶chud been preſent, and capable of reaſon, it muſt have 
rpect to Mb:cn won over to its duty, and the fondeſt affection for 
mis ſon Wits father. | 
mer de- Mr. Elliſon was convinced of what concern and great 
| brute. importance, to its future happineſs and welfare, depend- 
zd on the education of his child. He was ſo convinced 
of the pernicious principles that his fon was imbibing, 
and of the unhappy conſequence of them, that rather 
than have ſubmitted to it, he would have given up his 
| own imme iate and domeſtic quiet. He knew that the 
rmly to Wevil habits imbibed at his ſon's age, took too deep a root, 
to calm Wand if not checked in time, were le dom to be conquered, 
ner dear either by religion; reuſon or perſuaſion. He had too fat;.! 
taught Wan inftance of it in Mrs. Elliſon; <ducated in the iſlands, 
„ and to ſhe was familiariſed to crueltr,and hardened to any idea 
as for a of fcaftbility—ſhe could nigh at the” ſafferings of the 
eaſure; ¶ poor blacks, and would freauently reproach Mr, Eliiſon 
is other I for his humanity towards tem. Such alſo, were the 
and hy- principles ſhe would have inſtiHed into her child. But Mr. 
o early Ellifon's forecaſt of the nyrmut conſequences of this, and 
r laying ¶ how unhappy it muſt in ſutute render not only his child, 
m only but all thoſe with whom he might be connected, and 
arly be- more particularly thoſe under his immediate protection 
n's nar- ¶ and care, put him on his guard to prevent it. 
1 every When Mr. Elliſon Soaud. that all the care he could 
oved by ¶ take towards rectifying his ſon's temper, was unly made 
inciples } che occafion of introducing morecvil into his diſpofitien, 
| te determined, as the laſt reſource, tc ſend him into 
this dif. England with a friend who was going thither ; and 
of their there to have him placed at a ſchool, under the 
mother I eye of his grandfather, who he knew would watch over 
ndnels bim with the moſt affectionate attention. To -xccute 
this reſolution was a moſt painful talk. Mrs. Elliſon, at 
irt, abſolutely refuſed conſenting to it; and to force en 
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her the grief of parting with her ſon, who was then bat 


fix years old, gave him more poignant affli ton, thay 


her heart was capable of feeling for any misfortune 
whatſoever. 

To remove her objections, he therefore propoſed thei 
following the child into England, as ſoon as they coul; 
ſettle their affairs in ſuch a manner, as might enable 
them to bid a leng adicu to Jamaica, * gre 
detriment ; but this adminiſtered little conſolation u 
Mrs. Elliſon, as fhe had conceived a diſlike to England 
which even her ſon's being there could not conquer 
but, forbearing to declare this, imagining it would mak 
her fondneſs for the child appear leſs than ſhe choſei 
ſhould be thought. Mr. Elliſon, after ſending awa 


| his boy, was very aſſiduous in kaſtening the nieans d 


their leaving the iſland; ſuppoſing he therein gratified 
his wife as much as himſelf. _ | 
The moſt difficult part of his buſineſs was to pet; 
ſteward, who would treat his flaves with the ſame gen 
tleneſs to which he had accuſtomed them; and he had 
nearly ſettled his commercial affairs, before he ſaw an 
probability of, finding a perſon fit ſor that importaut 
ce. me 
The firſt rumor of his intended departure dauſed the 
utmoſt conſternation among theſe poor creatures; they 
athered round him, and falling on their knees, in thei 
imperfect Engliſh, cried out, Oh! maſſa, no go, no, g0j 
it go, ſte ward whip, beat, kill poor ſlave; no go, no 
go; you go, we die“ 2 
He aſſured them, that he looked upon them all as hi 
children, and promiſed no one fhould ſupply his place 
that did not confider himfelf as their fathei.—Inſtead 
of being fatisfied with this promiſe, they exclaimed, 
All fathers not good, no father like you;“ and fuck 
torrents of tears would accompany their worde, as fre- 
quently ſtaggered his reſolution. Notwithſtanding the 
moſt aTeQionate aſſurances he could give them, melan 
choly conflantly iat on their, before happy countenanc 


es; at their holy-day meetings, inſtead of indulg- 


ing the jollity of which they uſea te be ſo ſond, their 
hours were ſpent in lazzenting theis approaching mit 
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nisfortute fortune, and laughter was now exchanged for tears. 
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Buſineſs having called Mr. Elliſon to Port-Royal, be 
there heard lamented, the misfortunes of Mr. Ham- 
mond, an Engliſh gentleman, who had been eſtabliſhed 
there above two years as a merchant in good credit. 

Mr. Hammond bad juſt received Z.1000, in return 
for ſome commodities he had exported ; and this ſum 
ke inſiſted on an unſnce:Ftul friend's taking for a time, 
in hopes it might enable him to fave his credit, and car- 
ry on his trade till affairs took a more favourable turn. 

By this well- timed loan, the poor man and his family 
were faved from deſtruction; but loſſes by ſhipwreck, 
41d other accidents, having ſuceeſſively fallen on Mr. 
Hammond he ſaw himſelf reduced imo the fituatiorr 
from Wwhien ke had 1e:;.ved his friend; with only this 
diTcrence, that his was 'a fingle diſtreſs 4 whereas 4 
wife, and nine children, would have been ſharers in qe 
misſortunes of the other. All Mr. Hammond's eifects 
were ſeized, but proved inſufficient to diſcharge his 
debts. The cred tors knew he had lent tome moner, 
but were ignorant as to the exact ſug : This they pre- 
ed him to eall in; promiſing, on the receipt of it, to di!” 
charge him from priſon, even if it did not quite amouit 
to what was dae to them. 

Mr. Hammond could not ſupport the thought of 
purchaſing: his liberty by reducing to large a ſam ly to 
beggary; but, as he was ſenſible his credicors had a juſt 
right to all his property, he offere 1 to enter into the molt 
binding engagements to give up the ſum to them, as 
ioon as his friend could refund it without ruin; and to 
make him pay them eſtabliſned intereſt till that time ; 
bat, enraged at this delay, they refuſed to accept his of- 
fer, and declared he ſhonld-remain tkeir priſoner. 

This tory very much affected Mr. Elliſon's compaſ- 
ſionate heat; and in kope of finding ſome method of 
relieving the diſtrels of ſo worthy a man, he went the 
aext day to the priſon to viſit him; and having under- 
taken to do his utmoſt, to bring the ereditors to agree 
do what he had offered, he negociated the affair with 
great ailidaity, but little ſncceſs. : 


Daring the courſe of this tranſaction, having had 
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many prdoſs of Mr. Hammond's integrity and humani- 
ty. he acquainted him with his reſolution of advancing 
the thouſand: pounds lent to his friend, and becoming 
himſelf that gentieman's creditor ;_ alluring Mr. Ham- 
mond, that he ſhould never aſk for the paymeat, but 
ſuffer his friend to ſuit his own convenience in that reſ. 

ect. 
K He then told Mr. Hammond, that he was ſenſible, 
though by this ſtep he might deliver him from ' priſon, 
yet he ſhould not ſecure him from diſtreſs ; he therefore 
begged leave to aſſiſt him in any courſe of, life wherein 
he thought proper to engage ; adding, that he could 
not but wiſh he might accept the offer now made him, 
of taking upon himſelf the direction of his plantation and 
faves, as he delayed his removal Z:zo England only till 
he could find a fit perſon to be his ſteward, 105 

Mr. SBammond's heart overflowed with gratitude, ns 
well for the transfer of the debt of the thouſand pounds, 
as {or the Lind offer he made him. The care of the 


land, he ſaid, would give him pleaſure, and he believed 


he might acquit hingſpli tolerably well in it; but he knew 
himieif totally unfitFfor the Fre, of ſlaves, the 
{-verities requiſite to keep them in order, being ſuch, 


- 45 he was not only incapable of decreeing, but even cf 


beholding. ; | | 

Mr. Eliucn, delighted with the ſentitnents he had ex- 
eld, as they coutirmed him in that opinion of his dif 
-Ofition, which had firſt inſpired him with the deſire of 
leaving him his deputy when he ſhould depart the iſland, 
191d lim, that the difficulties be had teen under in finding 
2 ſteward, were eccaſiened by the tears of having his 
ln ves ill treated, who had always been uſed by him 
ore like clildren than ſervants, and had convinced 


im by their behavior, that ſeverity was not only unnec- 


eflary, but hurtſul. - He defired Mr. Hammond there- 
tore, if he had no other ohjection to the ſtewardſhip, to 
go home with him, and after ſufficient obſervation to 


yive him his anſwer. 


Mr. Haminond readily acquieſced. When he ſaw 


Mr, Ellifon's conduct to his ſlaves, and how ageat the 


difference thereby made between them, and all otker3 
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hom he had ſeen in that condition; how much leſs : 


bject their way of thinking; how cheerful and aſſidu- 
dus they were in performing their duty; the quickneſs 
f their apprebenſion; and in many, the nobleneſs of 
mind, & rectitude of principle,which kind encouragement 
and fatherly inſtruction had given them, in eompariſon 
fthoſe who are tapified by ill uſage and oppreſſion 5 
he no longer beheld the office he was invited to accept 
in a formidable light; but on the contrary, his heart 


welling with joy. and tranſport at the happineſs of the 


poor ſlaves around him, he broke into the following ſo- 
liloquy, which afforded Mr. Elliſon the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion and delight. a en 

« 0 Humanity !--Heaven-born principle true and 
never ceaſing ſource of bliſs—happy they whoſe hearts 
are warmed with thy ſweet and benign influence ! Blet- 
{ed with the divine principle of thee, wedforget ourſelves, 
and ſeek our deareſt joys in beſtowing happmeſs upon 
others. By thy divine influence we tread the paths of 
peace, — and are led in the dear and bleſſed footſteps of 
him, of whom thou art an all- glorious attribu'e. By 
thee we are led to the true and delighyul ways of piety 
and religion—to the ways of pleaſantneſs—and to the 
paths of peaee.”? | I's 

Thrice happy that man, whoſe ſapl, impreſſed with 
the true principles of real and pious ſenſtbility, looks up 
to Heaven for an example for his conduct and behaviour 
in life, If. bleſſed with -aflluence, his chief bliſs is to 
make others happy, and every time he relieves an ob- 
1:4 from diflteſs, he feels a joy unuterable ;——words 
want the power, aud language the expreſſion, to declare 
the delightful ſatisfaction he feels: or indeed, ſuppoſ- 
ing poverty his lot, and, that he has but little, yet 
of that will be adminiſter relief, aid find more comfort 
and real ſatisfation, than the miſer in his hoard, ar the 


ſpendthrift in his pleaſures. 


Wich all his affluence, is it likely that Mr. Elliſon, 
without that ſweet and hea vgn fenfibility that fired his 
ſul, would have enjoyed any degree of the happineſs he 
did? Is it not through all his acteme the chief inſtru- 
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ment of his bliſs, leading "wp as it were, ſep by ſtep, to 
the ſummit of human perfection! 


Mr. Elliſon now ſaw the liberty of departing from 


Jamaica approach. His mercantile affairs were dhe 
more eaſily /ettled by his brother's arrival in the ifland ; 
for, as foon as he had determined on his return to En- 
land, he wrote to his father to fend over his brother 
ö who had been likewiſe bred to merchandiſe, as 
it would be in his power to Tettle him very advanta- 
eouily, and to eſtabliſh him immediately in an exten. 


tive trade, by making over his cor eſpondents to him. 


He round the young man ſenſible, honeit and diligent ; 
aud well deſerving we encouragement he deſigned to 
give him. 


Mrs. Elliſon was indeed leſs pleaſed with her broth- 


er in-!aw, fearing her huſband might favour him too 


gener ully. 5 

The young. man was ſhecked to ſee the arbitrary 
power the exerciſed over her huſband, net immediately 
diſcerniog, that there was ore thing his brother teared ev- 
en more thin his wife, the reproaches of his own con- 
ference z and though he {ac iticed moſt worldly things 
to her ca; rice, yet there was a Being, whom he note 
carcfuily endeavoured to | leaſe than her. 

Aiairs were in this ſituation, when Mrs. Elliſon Was 
ſeized wich a fi ver, at that tic e almoſt epidemical. The 
attack was ſo violent, as from the fiſt gave int'e hope 
ef a recovery ; aid, notvwiithſta ding the beſt medical 
aſſiſtance, the died in a few days. 

Mr. Elliſon was Gricerely afflicted at her death; her 


fas he had long pitied, and now he forgot ;- while 


her virtues, cr ſuch as he imagire:| the poik fd, were 
£11 Taven gn his memory. 

2ut bis triends, waie they endeavourcd to conſt le 
him, comforted themſe'ves in believing, that though 
habit and gentleneſ, of temper may teach w prifoner io 
hug his chains, yet when taken off, he will ſcon grow 
ſenſible he is relieved from a burden, and find the re- 
moval of conſtant ccnitraint makes him amends for the 
Joſs of mary pleaſures which accompanced it. | 
But they had wot an oppor dunity cf ſeeing this fappodi- 
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tion verified, as Mc Elliſon did not flay long enough in 
the iſland after his wife's deg.h, to wear oft the grief he 
felt on the occaſion, 

In a ſhort time, however, he became ſufficiently himelf 
to proſecute his plan for ſettling every thing there to the 
bet advan:age. He tour d Meme, even exceed his 
hopes; ke ſoon gained the affection of the flaves an op- 
en, humane, and cheerful countenance, giving them a 
prejudice in his favour, which his conduct improved in- 
to a rational confidence. oy | 

He alſo beheld with delight, the improvement the 
children had receivedia the ſchool he had eſtabliſhed. 
The maker's ſalary was raiſed, and a young lad left with y 
him of a remarkable good ditpofition an underſtanding, 4 
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as an afhitant, but with a tecret view of qualifying him 
toſucceed, in caſe the maſter thould die, or grow weary 
of his chargs. . 7 
The ſcheot-maſter's ſiſter, upon invitation, being Pe 
tome over from England, was made miſtreſs of a ichool 
1 girls, a charge wherein ſhe acquitted herſelf ex- 3 
tremely well. The effect of ther inſtructions was evi- | 
dent in the conduct of the Negroes; for the ferocity of 
their tempers, their obſtinacy, and that refeniful turn 
of mind, ſeemingly natural to them, were ſo ſeftered by 
religion, that it, ver y ſeldom, happened that any iymp- Fe J 
toms of them appeared. 5 | 
By this time Mr. Elliſon's brother James had entered 
into a very tender attachment. The youth no ſooner 
became acquainted with Miſs Reynolds, a young lady 
in that neighbourhood, than he felt the infuence of her 
charms; ſhe was not inſenfible of the merits of her lover, 
and they were ſo well agreed before Mr. Elliſon's de - 
parture, that James thought it proper ta inform his bro · 
ther of his ine lination. OY 
A long acquamtance with Miſs Reynolds, had afford- 
ed him a good oppertunity to diſcern her merit; his 
brother could not have choſen 2 woman he ſo much ef 
teemed; her fort une, though not conſiderable, was ſuffi- 
. cient to be of ſome aſſiſtance ia trade, and her prudence” 
and economy were well ſuited to his ũtuation. He there- 
tore very Gncerely gave his 2pprobation, had the mar- 
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| Triage celehrated with great elegance in his own, honſe, 
and made a pieſent to the bride of all the jewels that be- 
longed to his deceaied, wife. To his brother he gave a 
houyle he had at Kingſton, with all his plate and linen, 
and the free uſe of all his furniture; and to Mr. Ham- 
mond he allowed . 200 per annum, with the liberty of 
living in his houſe, aud many other privileges. 

Having thus entirely ſettled his affairs, he ſet ſail for 
England, leaving his friends and dependants moſt ſenſi- 
bly afflicted, and tharing in their grief, though the de- 
fire of returning to his native country, of feting his fath- 
er and his child, and of repairing a conſtitution much 
hart by the heat of the climate, made the change on the 
whote very deſirable to him. 

His voyage was ſwift and proſperous; and no dan- 
gers called off his thoughts from the pleaſure he felt in 
anticipating, in imagination, the joys he expected fron, 
his return to his native land; but diſappointments too of- 
ten follow the hopes which bave riſen to the higheſt 
point, and when we think we are juſt ready to graſp our 
pleaſures, they elude our touch, aud leave us nothing 
but regret. | 
Mr. Ellifon had, in his imagination. formed many de- 
lightful ſcenes, between himſelf and his father; the even- 
ing of whoſe days he hoped would be greatly brightened 
by ſharing his proſperity, and by his aſſiduors endeav- 
ours to amuſe, if he could not relieve, the inarmittes of 
age. But all theſe flattering hopes are put to flight on 
his arrival in port, a letter being delivered him there, 
acquainting him that his father was very dangercuſiy 
l, not from ſudden fickneſs, but a gradual decline. 

Old Mr., Ellifon had taken care he ſhould receive this 
intimation, to prepare him for their firſt meeting, and 
render it leſs ſhocking ; and, to make it {till leſs affecting, 
he had ſent for his grandfon home, in hopes that the joy 
of the parent would mitigate filial ſorrow, Nor was he 
totally diſappointed ; Mr. Elliſon could not be inſenſible 
of the pleature of ſeeing his only child in health, and in 
appearance improved, of which the dying man. gave 
him all the comfortable proofs he could recollet. But 

this, though it in ſome meaſure alleviated his grief, 
ſcarcely ſuſliced to render it ſupportable- * | 
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The indulgence he had given his imagination, made 
the approaching death of his father the more grievous. 
He was greatly affected by the calm reſignation of kis mind; 
the paticnce with which he ſupported his painful diſtemp- 
er; and the cheerful and lively hopes of a bleſſed Eterni- 
ty, which in his eyes dilarmed death ofall its tertors, and 
made him look on his laſt hour with the ſame placidity, 
as on any one that preceded it; and fo well ſupported 
him at the fatal inſtant, as to render him ſcarcely ferſi- 


ble of the pains which uſually attend the ſeparation of 


the {oul from the body. N 
Mc, Elliſon determined, as ſoon as he had ſettled his 
affairs, to fix on the country. Sir William Elliſon his 


.-coulin-german, invited him to his feat in Dorſetſhite, 


promiting to ſhew him ſeveral good houſes, any of 
which weile to be hired or purchafed; and Mr. Ellifon 
was particularly inclined to tix his abode in that coun- 
try, as it had been the place of his family's former reſi- 
dence, He had fert cer, before he left Jamaica, / 4,500; 
and, beſide the intereſt of that ſum, he received 4.1,200 
a · yea from his plantation, clear of all deductions. 
On his arrival at his coufin's ſeat in Dorſetſhire, he 
was received very all:tionately. Sir William had not 
fen him from Me time he firſt left England, but retain- 
ed a great regard for him, founded on an early ac- 
quaintance with his virtues. Though nearly related in 
blood, there was little reſemblance in the diſpelicions of 
the'e two gentlemen. Zir William was a man of fenſe. 
and integrity, but a humoriſt. He was now, at fifty 
years old, a bachelor; for, having been in his youtti 
jited by a woman he ardently loved, who, after all pre- 
iminaries to their marriage were ſettled, left him for a 
an of larger fortune, and more gaudy appearance, ke 
had made a vow never more to addreſs any ef the icx ; 
and kept that vow better than is uſually done by tholc 
who make it in a fit of refentful rage and diſappoint- 
ment. His father died ſoon after, and left him in the 
poſleſſion of C. 3, ooo per annum, free from any incum- 
brances whatſoever; the eſtate in good order, and the 
manſion houſe well fu niſhed, and above a year's income 
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Mr. Eli iſon tho well pleaſed wich Sir William's re- 
ception and converſation, finding he laid him under 
ſome reſtraint, determined not to make his viſit very 
long; and therefore, ſoon called upon the Baronet to 
fulfil his promiſe, of ſhewing him the houſes which were 
to be purchaſed in that country. | | 

After ſeeing them all, he fixed on one almoſt adjoin- 
ing to Sir William's, and purchaſed it with the eſtate 
belonging thereto, evniifling of two farms of about 

L. go a-year cach. PHY 7 

The houte was a large and good old manſion, in tol- 
erable. repair; but, having Rood empty nearly ten years 
during the minority of the owner, was inwardly in 
very bad order, and the gardens, er tiicly gone to ruin. 
This circumſtance much leffened the price, but was no 
Aiſagreeable thing to Mr. Elliſon, who rather choofe to 
lay out the place to his own taſte, than to pay for what 
the ſeller might call improvements. 9 ae | 

He immediately purchaſed it, and, being provided 
with a houſe-keeper who had ample- recommendations 
to him, he informed. her, that a decent and regular 
economy in his houſe was what he expected, as far 
from extravagance and waſtefulneſs as from parſtmony . 
He would have his ſervants enjoy ſoberly all the com- 
forts of life, as he thonght that to make them happy, 
was his firſt duty; but this he knew was beit done by 
order, regularity, and decent frugality. He would have 
ſuch a. number of fervants ae could perform the buſineſs 
of his houſe with eaſe, and therefore deſired her to con- 
Gder how many ſervants wou'd be requiſite. 

As for the Rate of the siedet peer, being yet but 
little acquainted with it, he could give no partienlar di- 
rections, but wiſhed*ſhe would inform him of what fhe 
heard on that point, and likewiſe mention to him the 
fort of relief ſhe judged moſt proper. ; 

It may not be amiſs to ſhew how Mr. EI liſoa was 
circumſtanced, as to-a more ex enſive neighborhood, 

On the contrary fide to Sir William“ houſe lived Mr. 
Arantham, lan ful heir to the Duke of ***, if that 
nobleman died without children; which was now high« 
Ly probable, as be was above ſixty years old, and ks. 


. am and 4 a 4M 


n 
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re- tate and title; but, this branch of that great family hav- ( 
der ing fallen to decay, he inherited from his father only | 
ery fifty pounds a-year. This he farmed himſelf, and lived | 
t to ir: tke only honſe be bad, which was little better than a | 
vere common cottage, His education had been on a level 
with his fortune, and his manners were theſe of a plain 
oIN- honeſt farmer ; yet regard for his birth, and compaſſion 
tate for his narrow circumſtaxces, procured him a due por- 
bout tion of civility from all the neighboring gentlemen. Nis 
notions of family pride had an influence ever him in the 
i tol- choice of a wife, He thought he ſhould diſgrace his 
ears blood by marrying a farmer's daughter, though with 
y in ſuch a one he might have gotten a few hundred pounds, 
ruin. which would have ſet him much at his caſe ; and, a 
as no lieutenant dying in an adjacent town where he was 
ofe to quartered, and leaving a daughter entirely unprovided 
what for, and greatly diſtreſſed, he thought her a wife much 
| more fuitable to the dignity of his family. Captivated 
vide d by hier gentility rather than by her perſon, for ſhe was 
lations no beauty, he took a pride in addreſſing the captain's 
egular daughter (for the courteſy of a counrty town kindly 
as far beſtows the title of captain on every officer) and ſhe was 
mony » glad to accept of any proviſion. 
com- Hewever, Mr. Grantham was more fortunate than he 
happy» had reaſon to expect; his wiſe proved very notable and 
lone by induſtrious, only too prolific, having perpetuated the 
d have family of the Grantham's, of which the duke uind he 
zufineſs were the laſt, by bringing him five ſons and three 
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Dutcheſs but little younger. . Mr. Grantham was in- 
deed a very diſtant relation, yet was heir both to the eſ- 


23 


to con- daughters; a number attended with great difficulties in 

their narrow circumſtances ; but the thought, that one 
yet but diy they _ might be {o many Lords and Ladies, was a 
-nlar di- ſufficient conſolation, and made them behold ſo n merous 


chat fhe a pregeny with exultation. a : 

hira the At the diſtance of about two miles from Mr. Elliſon's g 
lived Mr. Allis; a gentleman who inherited a good eſ- 

iſon was tate from his father, but, being extravagant in his 

hood. yourh, had reduced it withia very narrow bounds, and 


ived Mr. involved himſelf in difficulties that had a good deal ſour- 
„„ if that ed his temper, converting his extravagance into parſi- 
JW high« "%s 
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moby. His ſociety would not have becn very eligible, 
had it not been fot an cnly daughter vhv Kept his houſe, 
whoſe beauty, accompliſtments, and excellent qualities, 
rendered her. the moſt diſtinguiſhed young woman in the 
whole country. 

A little farther off dwelt Mr. Blackburn, an old gen- 
tleman of great merit; who, by a due mixture of ſtudy 
and converſation, had greatly enibelliſhed an admirable 
underſtanding. 

On the other ſide of Mr. Elliſon's houſe, and about 
five miles from it, lived young Mr. Blackburn, ſon to 
the gentleman juſt mentioned; his father having given 
him an eſtate with a good houſe upon it, on his mar- 
riage with a young woman of family, but no fortune, 
whoſe beauty had captivated the young man; his fath- 
er being glad to encourage any rational inclinatien, in 
hopes the ſociety of a woman he loved might reform 
him from his vices. Hut ſucceſs hag not anſwered his 
wiſhes ; young Mr. Blackburn ſcon grew tired of bis 
wife, and returned to his bottle, to hunting, gaming,and 
women ; and behaved with ſuch inſolence to his father, 
when he reproached him for his diſſolute courſe of life, that 
he baniſhed him his preſence, and declared a reſolution 
to diſinherit him. This breach had ſubſiſted three years, 
when Mr. Elliſon came into the country; and the fach- 


er ſtill as much offended, and tie ſcn as far from teior- 


nlation as ever. 

"Thoſe were Mr. Elliſon's neareſt neighbours, and firſt 
viſitors, paying him their compliments before he got a 
room fit to receive them, But as he aimedat nothing 
farther than neatneſs and convenience, it was not lon 
befcre his houſe was as well furniſhed as he deſired. 

Mr. Elliſon had two very particular attractions in his 
neighborhood ; Mr. Blackburn delighted his underſtand- 
ing; Miſs. Alin captivated his heart. But it is proba» 
ble, that even all Miſs Allin's attrations might bave 
proved ineffectual, had they not found him in a flate of 

eiſure. 

Buſineſs firſt, then duty, had hitherto deſended his 
heart; theſe ſhields were now removed, & it lay open to 
Cupid's arrows; in ſuch a defenceleſs ſtate, it might 
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have fallen a prey to half ker neue; 
| er perfect 
make the leaſt reſiſtance. Nor indeed Nr . 


he yielded himielf a willing captive ; for, as he had no 
encouraged an 


ell qualified to 
umſtances gave 
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repreſs ts very quick in its growth. i Mr. El — — 
been ſettied but two mor this in Dorſetſhir he 15 
came to a reſolution of aſking Mr. Allin's | 00 3 
e his daughter, giving him to underſtand bon is 
ortune ſet him above all pecuniary demands FE IL 


The great advantapes his d: ; 
an union, would have made py: - © * 
per de complete it, had he not been ſpurred = be 
14 article, which - however was a ſtronger in Sew; 
x thc 55 in Moliere was not more ZaGble 1 
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ſent, but his good wiſh ot only his con- 
of his authority. me, and ſecretly all the influence 


Unfortunately the father” 
conſequence in this caſe. "The jor br by a 
ap... the permiſſion ke alkcd, was üs 4. " 5 
R „ kimſelf to Miſs Allin. ſhe bark; 4 
— 10 aving foreſeen from the manner in Whi h ſhe 
ett alone with him, what was to be the ſubject or 
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eludiag his queſtions, in ſuch a manner as gave him no 


ſuſpicions of what had paſſed, he pretended butinets that 
obliged him to return home directly. 

He ſhut himſelf up in his room, i a ſtate of mind 
which the heart may gueſs, but words cannet deſcribe. 
He paſſed, the night in an agitation and anxiety he had 
before no conception of; the hope which ſelf flattery 


| would ſometimes ſuggeſt, only ſerved to prevent his 


exerting his reaſon to {upport what his fears anticipated. 
He rcſe before the ſun, with a reſolution to know his 
fate ere the day was over, but wiſhed to learn it without 
Mr. Allin's knowledge. | 

Unable to contrive any means of effecting this deſire, 
the reſtleſſneſs of his mind led him abroad; and the im- 
pulſe of his heart directed him towards Mr. Allin's 
houſe. He wandered in the adjacent belds a long time, 
uncertain what methods to purſue, and fearing to create 
uneaſineſs to the woman for whom he juffered jo much. 

At length Miſs Allin, who had not reſted much better 
than her lover, goirg to the window, in hop es new ob- 
jects might divert her thoughts, ſaw him in a field ad- 
joining the garden. The delicacy of ber mind bore 
ſo great a reſemblance to his, that ſhe imagined the 
cauſe which brgught bim thither, and, deſirous to con- 
clude the interview before her father roſe from his bed, 
ſhe haſtened to him with as much ſpeed. as a perſon can 
uſe, who feels a very ſenſible affliction Yor the pain ſhe is 
going to give one, whom ſhe ſincerely eiteems. 

When he ſaw her approach, he had ſcarcely courage 
to meet her, dreading the explanation he had ſo impa- 
tiently longed for. Maiden bafhſulnefs; with ſome mix- 
ture of concern on one ſide, and extreme agitation of 
ſpirits on the other, rendered them equally unable to 


| Tpeak ; but with mutual, though tacit conſent, they fat 


down together on a green bank at the foot of a tree; 2 
long ſilenee enſued, and it is difficult to fay when it 
would have ended, if Miſs Allin bad not ſooner recover- 
ed ſpirits than her lover. She tempered the diſagreca- 


ble intelligence ſhe was going to impart with very ſin- 


cere expreſſions of concern, at the neceſſity ſhe ſaw her- 


ſelf under of giving him pain; prcfeſſed a due ſenſe of 
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his merit, and lamented, that when they fiit met, her 
heart was not fo free as his, ſince then, in all p robabili- 
ty, they might have conſtituted each other's happineſs, 


- inſtead of mucually deſtroying each other's peace. 


She chen told him that ſhe had, with her father's con- 
ſent, been engaged above a ycar to Dr. Tunſtail, a 
young phyſician in the neighborhood; and their mar- 
riage had been ſa long deferted, only by the ditmculties 
her father found, or that his parimonious temper made 
him imagine, in railing {.2,000, the ſum he had prom- 
ſed to give with her: That ſhe received the doctor as 
her intended huſb ind at her father's command, when 

er heurt was ſo little priejadiced in his favor that ſhe 
con dJ, wichoat any (evere pang. have been equally obe- 
dient, had he ordered her n2ver to ie2 him any more z. 
but, fiace {he had conſidered it as her duty ar.d happt- 
neſs 19 encre.rſe the liitle prepoſfeſſion ſhe had conceived, 
the cafe waz mich aivcred, and the was now as tz ongly 
engaged to him in aff:tion, as in honor; au engage. 
met M12 wis deterniged not to violate, though ſhe de- 
ſ>tired of ſeeing it fulälled; for, ſhe had received an ex- 
prels command from her fat'ier, never ta ANNE the 
least acquaintance or correſpondence with Dr. "Tunſtall, 
hat to look on Mr. Ellifon as her huſband, and the fear- 
e1 a2 would never revoke the decree; fince, beſide the 
many reaſons, which ſhe was ſenſible there werc for pre- 
erring him to the doctor, his generoſity had added one, 
that with her father was inſurmountable, by declining 
the acceptance of a fortuae. | 

She proceeded to ſay, that ſhe had nothing to expect 
bat her father's anger, which was impetnons and dread- 
tu; all, therefore, the had to aſk of Mr. Ellifon, who, 
th: hoped would rather think her unfortunite than un- 
grateful, was, that he would, as far as lay in kis power, 
mitigate her father's rage, and prevail with him to let 
her live peaceably in her preſent. condition; for ſhe re- 
linquiſhed all hopes of changing it ; and did it with the 
leis concern, as the imagined his partiality for her might 
render it more vexatious to him to ſee her married to: 
anther, than merely to be diſappointed of her himſelf. 

Lt is unneceſſarꝝy w deicribe the effect Miſs Allin's 
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words had upon Mr. Elliſon. She felt o lively a com- 
paſſion for him, that ſhe torgot her own griet, and ſaid 
every thing ſhe thought might contribute to his conio- 
lation, except what alone couid prove etfectual; but, as 
ſh2 was fully determined to adhere ſtrictly to her engage - 
ment, ſhe carefully avoided giving him the lealt room 
to hope a change in her lentiments. 

As foon as his mind was a little compoſed, he took 
his leave; afſwing her that he would try every mean: 
to fecure her peace, though he was not yet 1utticiently 
maſter of his thoughts, to fee the manner in which it 
would be moſt adviſable for him to proceed. 

Each returned to their reſpective houſes, but with dif- 
ferent ſenſations; ſhe found her beart much lightened, 
mes ſhe had acquainted her gene:vus lover with the 
fiate of it; but hecanicd back de. pair, initead of uncer- 
tainty. | : | 

tlowever, after ſome time ſpent in reflection, he 
grew reſigned and paticut; and, notwithſtanding his 
Aitanpaintatent, he was arden:ly deſirous to reſtore Mits 


Allin to the happineſs, of which he had for a time le- 


prived her; and reſolved to perform his promue more 
e: fectu ally than the could expect. 


= 1 


Accordingly, tice days aſter he had received his 


fentence from her, he ſent an invitation to Mr. Allin to 
dine with him; and took that opportunity ot acquainie 
4s him, that, fince he was lait at his houte, be had 
ent that Miſs allin had long been engaged, with his 
conſent, to Dr. Tunſtall, and therefore had reſolved to 
deſiſt from his pretenſions; as he ſhould think huntelt 
very criminal, if, taking the advantage of a 1lupenority 
of fortune, he ſhould attempt to deptive Ao of a 
bleſſing which muſt be ſo dear to him; and indeed, he 
ſhonld have fo bad an opinion of a woman, Who ihuuid 
be mercenary and incenitant enough to br eak her word, 
though in his favor, as would render it impolubie tor 
him to be happy with her. * 
Ir. Allin was much diſeoncerted at this declaration, 
and anſwered : — He might do as he pleaſe d; but that 
as for Dr, Tunſtall, if he intended to mairy his daugh- 
ter, he muſt wait till buſineſs encreated, or death put hes 
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in poſſeſſion of his little eflate, for he found it 1mpoſſible 


com- to raiſe a fortune for her, without diſtreſſing himſelf. 
d laid From the account Mr, Ell ſon had neard of his cir. 
conio- cum tances, he eaſily beheved there was fume truth in 
ut, as what he ſaid; and told him he would remove that objec- 
gage - tion, only deſiting him to comfiem his former cunient 
100m with a good grace, and not diminiſh the ſatisfaction of 
his daughter, by an apparent reluctince, or even the 
e took coidne's of his compliance. 
mean Ms. Eluſon was not flow in executing his purpoſe. 
ciently H wrote M ts Allin a etter next morning, wherein he 
hich it incloſed a draught oa ni; baker for Z. 2,000, His gen- 
eroſity wer {til frrine 3 he teareld her father would not 
ith dif- aqui: him edt rop:ry in rega 110 hvrenthes; and cone 
htened, {i tered, ha as the nene of the mau ſhe married was 
ith the very im ill, co be well 2q1ppel, might prove hereafcer 
uncer- mich to he chnvenie ce; he here fore ſent his houſe- 
keeper to the neut treat con, to huy Nilks, lace, catiib- 
ion, he ticks, maſln, holan d, in fuck abailance, as wou d not 
ng his only euab e her to mike a very g2nteel appearance on 
1e Miits her marriage, bit juffice for {on.e. years; and he cho!e 
ime ic- to do it in this minner, rather then to mak? her à preſent 
le more of the men y, as the ſureſt mean of ſecuring her conven» 
55 tence, to which, moderation and generoſity, might have 
ived his made ler leſs attentive. 
Allin to Tie plraſure he felt in this diſintereſted conduct, al- 
cquaum- moit exttagnthed for the time the ſenſe of ſorrow; but 
ne had tue heart Will have ig due; when the gratification began 
with his to dea len vexation returned, and he could gladly have 
ſolved to excuſed a viſit Dr. Tanttall made him, in order to retuin 
© himdelf thanks for his generoſity; which Mr. Elliſon: learnt, . 
periorit ſro n him, was with great pain accepted by Mits Allin; 
chr of A nor could any thing, but her father's expreſs and abſo- 
deed, he W lite command; have conquered her reluctance in- this 
10 ihouid particular. The ſight of a man ſo much happier than 
aer word, himfelf, brought ſo painful a compariſon to Mr. Eiliſon's 
ibie tor mind, that the eifzt wa: viſihle to the doctor, who could 
_ not blame the ſenfition, though Mr. Elliſon could ſcarce- 
>laration, ly forgive it in himſeif; and washurt to find; by this firſt 
bat that inſtance, that he was capable 2 y, a paſũon he had | 
is daugh- never felt before. 8 ; 
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His politeneſs, however, did not ſorſake him on fo fe- 


vere a ttial ; he commanded both his countenance and 
word: fo well, as to give his happy rival a kind, though 
melancholy, reception : and, determined to conquer the 


ſenſation be ſo mach diſapproved, he expreſſed an incli- 


nation to We ſometimes favoured. with his - viſits, though 
he muſt requeſt him to excuſe his returning them. 
While Mr. Eiliſon flauered himſelf with the hope of 
marrying Miſs Allin, he delayed ſettling his family in 
the order he intended, thinking it more advilabie to regs» 
uiate the waole at once; but, when that profpet vaniſh. 
ed, there no longer ſubſiſted any reaſon for poltpomng 
It, \ 
The knowledge he had of his ſon's impetuous temper, 
and bad qualities, determined him to educaie him at 
home. Whether he would there acquire an equalſhare of 
learning as at ſchool, he much queſtioned, but rectifying 
his heart, appeared to him the moſt effential article to- 
wards his happineſs ; and, of all knowledge that he moſt 
withed him to acquire, was the knowledge of himielf, 
and the means of governing his paſſions; in theſe points 
he thought he might be better inſtructed under his own 
eye, than at ſchool; and, if thereby he could render him 
an honeft and amiable man, he {hould have good reaſon 
io be contented, though he did not prove a learned one. 
He had already begun to make proper inquiries after 
a well qualified tutor; and was likely to ſucceed,as he had 
et no bounds to the ſalary. A gentleman of excellent 
charaQer, great learning, and amiable manners, having 
met with 1ome diſappointments in phyſie, zo which he 
was bred, was very glad of ſo eligible a retirement, ona 
promiſed ſalary of four hundred pounds a- year; and. as 
M-r.Ellifon was ſo great a maſter in the ſcicace of benevo- 
lence, that he performed few actions that did not beat 
moi e than one good fruit, he had in view the ſerving of Mr. 
Grantham by the home educaticn of his ſon, and there. 
fore made it à conditien, that the tutor ſhould teach. a 
many boys as he pleaſed, with the ſame care as his ow. 
The little Granthams ſpent few bciide their ſleeping 
ours at home; for, as their father's bouſe almoſt joined 
22 Nr. Eliſce's, chéy returned thither without incenven 
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lence every night, coming early che next morning and ; 


having at Mr. Elliſon's both their corporal and mental 


food; the firſt of which was ſome eaſe to the narrow cir- 


cuinitances of thoſe good people, and gave the father the 
molt fincere joy, as he now jaw them in a way of being 
educated equaliy to their birch, and future fortune, of 
which he had before utte ly deſpair ed. Indeed he found 
his exzence much lightened; for Mr. E!lifon carefully 
provid:d them apparel, in every reipect equal to that 
worn by his own fo+;: and was very watchful that the 
latter aſſumed no ſuperiority over them, to whom he 
ſhewed him he was in reality greuly inferior; but this 


was explained to him in the ablence of the Grantnam's 
for Mi Bllifon withed for their ſakes che thought might 

not occur to them; andexhorted their father and mother, 
not to de troy one b2ac ic ariftty fro nn their prefent.low - 
eſtate, which might greatly a4d to the ha zpinels of their 


lives, by inſtilling into their minds a pride that muit be 
the ſource, botn of private chagria, and public con- 


te mpt. 


M. Elliſon was not ſo wholly engaged, either by pri- 
vate vexation, or dome tc bhaſiueſs, as not to extend his 
attention to ali his neighh urs, The little eſtate he had 
bought lay in three pariſhes, which gave him a knowl- 
ledge of the (tate of each. 


He found the poor lat very high, and yet the poor 


were but ill taken care of; the farmer was much burdens 
ed, che poor but little relieved. 

All thefe inconveniences he endeavoured to apply re- 
medies to, which he did effectually; and, beſides reliev- 
ing the wants of che poor, he promoted a ſpirit of in- 
duſtry among them. , | 

On other occurrences,his benevolent diſpofition ſcarce- 
ly kaew any bounds; he compoſed all differences in his 


neignbaurhood, u as the father of the orphan, a true 


friend to the diſtreſſed and helpleſs, a viſitor to the ſick 
and thoſe who were in priſon, and many a debtor, that 
had not been ſo out of wantonneſs, he delivered from the 
unreleating purſuits. of kis creditors. 

Theſe ſcenes were indeed the great feaſts of lis ſoul ; 
but all his hours yielded him teſiaed pleaſures, becauſe 
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they were all fpent in the exercifeof benevolence; a de. 
fire to do good to chers, was lo entirely ais governing 

mme ple, that. howevei engaged in buſineſd or pleaſul e, 
E. never lott fight of it, endeavour ing to promote it by 
every action vi his ie, 3 | 

| 'Chough temperance and virtue are the beſt preſerva. 
tives of health, yec they cannot lecure to any one Ai un- 
merrvpicd tate, Mr. Elllon, White employed in affid. 
uc us endeaveurs is alleviate the fuiterings ct uthers, be. 
tame himſeif the object of compaſſion. ö 

He was ſeized with a violent fever, which ſo far baffled 
the ikill and care ot Dr. Lundtall, tor. whom ae bad ſent 
on being firit taken ill, that in three days he v as enure- 
ly delirious, and his like judged to be in great danger, 
The grief of his fende and. dependants is more ealily 
1:.agined than deſciibed ;- but neue felt more fingerely 
ou the occaſien than Mrs, Juuftall, white gratitude at. 
tached Her very it: On iy 10 him, th. uzh Ih: had never 
been in his company | Mt moining that determmed 
him to give up all pietenſions to ler, | 

She always waited the Lt ws return-with impatient 

a" xiety, and was greatly atl-Red by the acc:unt her 
huſband gave her, in the beginning of che lecond week 
bt. Mt. Elliion's illnels, of the accident uhich had hap- 
Pc ed to his houſe-keeper ; who, by a fall down ſtairs, 
had fut out her ankle, and mud be io.aby conhned to 
her chamber; whereby Mr. Elliicn was deprived of a 
very ca etul, tender and jeiifible nurſe, which. his fitua- 
tion rendered extremely necetlary, and yet the doctor 
law no means of procui ing him one; any ot the ſervants, 
er j.eople ct:the pariſh would have adended him wnh 


care and affection, but their ignorance duqualified them 
for theiruſt, 


Mrs. Tu:fta'l was ſhocked ts think of the danger he 
muit run in ſuch hands, and, preſuming that in his in- 
ſaue tare of mind he wou d not know her, propoſed at- 
tending him herſelf, though it might prove very dan- 
gerous in her pi eſent ſtate, ſhe being then in the eighth 
mon hof her pregnancy. The doctor's tenderneſs for 
his amiable wife, made him very unwilling to content, 
but the urged him with ſuch perſualiye importunity, that 
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he at length, thy reluctantly, agreed to carry her to Mr. - 


Ellifon's that very day. 

It is eaſy to imagine that Mrs. Tunſtall muſt perfürdi 
with the greateſt aſſiduity, an office ſhe endertook out 
of gratitude. The only reſt the allowed herſelf was on 
a couch in Mr. Elifon's chamber; the mixed all his 
medicines, and gave him every thing he took, but was 
eareful not to approach his bedſide on his firk waking, 
lett ſleep might calm his delirium, and expoſe her to his 
knowledge. | 

She was ſeldom out of his chambety except during 


one or two ſhort viſits the daily made his houle-keeper, C 


for a whole week that he continued in the ſame melan- 
choly (late ; he then began to recover his ſenſes but was 
ſo weak and ſpent, he took little notice of any thing that 
paſſed ; the therefore prolonged her atteadance for ſome 
days, keeping out of his fight, but directing the nurſe, 
and watching that all proper care was taken, and fhe 
had the ſatisfacdion, before Mr. Elliſon was well enough 
to diſcover that there was any dther perſon than his 
nurſe in the room, to ſee the 1 able to be 
brought in, and take the ſame care ſhe herſelf had done 


for ſome days; whereupon with great joy ſhe reſigned 


her office, and returned home. 


Every day confirmed her in this eaſy ftate of mind; 


for his recovery, tho flow, was uninterrupted ; and the 
rrany hearts, which his extreme danger had oppreſſed 
vith grief and anxiety, were relieved fiom their heavy 
burden; more ſenſible than ever of the value of the man 
on whom their happineſs depended, as all their tenſibili- 
ty had been awakened by his ilineſs. 

Cantion had been given to Sir William and the houſe. 


keeper, not to diſcloſe Mis. Lunftali's attendance ; but 


the appearance of ſo ſtrong an att chment, the hazard 
ſhe had run, and the uncommonneſs of the action, had 
made ſuch an impreſſion on $'r William, that tire ut- 
molt his prudenee could effect, was to be ſilent on the 
ſabject, till his couſin was pretty well recowered ; and 
then news being brought them, as they were ſitting 
gether, that Mrs. Tunſtall was brought to beg, he. could 
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recover her fatigue; 


Mr. Elliſon. uſually avoided entering into any con- 


verſation on a ſubject wherein he felt himſelf too tender. 


ly interelted, but his ſenſibility on the preſent oecafion 


put him off his guard; and he enquirec to what fatigue 
Sir William alluded. ; 

The Baronet could no longer feſiſt the deſire he felt 
of acquainting his couſin with Mrs. Tunſtall's extra- 
ordinary care of him, to which, Mr. Elliſon liſtened 
with equal ſurpriſe and pleaſure. Her conduct on this 
occaſion had the effect ſhe feared from it, if it came to 
his knowledge, for it awakened every tender ſenſation ; 
but theie were not accompanied with the pain ſhe tho't 
might attend them. He had brought himſelf to ſuch 
a patient acquieſcence in the decrees of Providence, that, 
while he cher iſhed the rcemembrance of her with tender. 
neſ:, hi regret for his diſappointment. was calm and 
temperate, He attributed her care to the gratitude of 
a nobie mind, and felt ineffable pleaſure in ſo ſtrong a 
proof, that his eitcera was juſt. 

Mr. Eliiſfon, as the moſRt-likely mean of perfecting his 
recovery, made ſome excurſions into different parts ef 
the country, and it was for a conſiderable time before 
he again ſettled at home. 

At his return, he was. ſhocked at the evils election 
drunkcnneis had eauſed in his 14ighboint ood 3 ande 
Tuattall particularly, being violent in politics, and hav- 
ing exer ed himie f much during the conteſt, acquired 


 fuch a habit. of drinking, and entered into intimacies 


wita ſo many people why made it their chief pl eaſure, that 
the love of it did not ceale with the firſt inducement 

Mrs. Turſtalt's ſituation was bereupon very melan- 
chuly She daily beheld the man the loved in the moſt 
d:;pulttul condition; and when not abſolutely mtoxicat- 
ed, the effects of the former night's debauch, ſo ſtupified 
and diiorde ed him, that he was not capable of conver 
lation, nor iuſceptible «faffeftion. Add to this,that the ſen 
fible decline of their ei cumſtances, fre m ſuch a perpetual 
round of rioting, made her dread the conſequences tha 
muſt attend it. | 

Mr. Ellizon's humaxity was of ſo quick and lively i 
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kind, that it did not wait to be informed of a perſon's 
particular ſufferings ; from con, par ing their income with 
their neceſſary expences, he knew when they were under 
any d fliculties in pont of ciicumilances, and this in- 
duced him to prevail upon Mrs. 'Funlitail': father, to re- 
ceive from him a proper ſupply tor her uſe, as com ing 
from bimſe.f. | | 

However, Dr. Tunſtall was not tc: eclamed, and 
he at laſt fell a victim to his paſſion, beiug ſeized with 
2 high fever, which, in a few days, put a period to his 
life. 

Had Mr. Elliſon obeyed the impulſe of his heart, he 
would have flowa to ihe di conſolate widow, and endea- 
voured, by ail the tender ſenſibilieies that can ſpring from 
friendſhip, to have foother her grief; but he feared ſuch 
a conduct might appear icarcely decent, in one, whole 
ſentiments were ſo well known; and, while he acted on- 
ly as a friend, her reputation might be wounded, by be- 
ing {ſuppoſed ſo ſoon to receive the aſſi duities of a lover, 
and her delicacy offended by any marks of regard, which 
might bear the appearance of ſo early a renewal of his 
former addrefles, : 

Theſe conſiderations made him forbear viſiting her 
for the preſent ; and; when he thought he might viſit her 
with decency, the preference he often gave his duties to 


the pleaſures ariſing from her ſociety, made her fancy 


his having ro views beyond the enjo7ment of her friend- 


ſnip, till the ex ration cf the firſt year of her widowhood, 


du: ing which he had condemned himſelf to abſolute fi- 
lence, concerning the ſituation of his heart; but, havin 
given o much time tu worldly form, he was aa 
no longer to delay what was due to himſelf, after hav- 
ing fulfilled all that decorum could poſſibly expect; he, 
therefore declared frankly to her, how little alteration 
time had made in his affections; and entreated ſhe would 
give him leave to hope, that ſhe would liſten to his ad- 
N with more complacency than when he firſt made 

em. | 

Mrs. Tunſtall was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at Mr. Elliſon's 
conſtaney, and not a little puzzled in what manner to 
aalwer him; but, as he inſiſted on a reply, ſhe Rangmer- 
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ed ont ſome expreſſions of the honor he did her, the great. 
nels of the advan tages he thus offered her, and ber 
high ſenſe ofthe obi gations ſhe lay under, which muſt 
encline her to with to comply with any requeſt of his. 

Ibis fort of cold reception was ill ſuited to the ardour 


of Mr. Elliton's paſſion, he therefore begged, that polite. 


neſs, gratitude, and above all, intereſt, might be out of 
the queſtion ; t-r;hough theſe were amiable virtues, yet 
his heart was too delicate, or too capricious, to be con- 
tented wich receiving them in return for his warmeſt af. 
fections. ä 

Mrs. Tunſtall's ſituation was rendered the more per- 
plexing, by being really ignorant of the ſtate ef her 
own heat She had only confidered him as a molt a- 
miable and worthy friend, and knew nor whether ſhe 
couid with pleaſure c nſent to be united to him by a 
moi e tender tie; however, the could ſafely promise all 
Eis delicacy required, not to mary him, except he be- 
came the tice diliutcretted choice of her heart. 

M:. Elliſon kad no founer received this aſſurance, than 
he repented his rcqueſt; but apprehenſions were ground- 
lels. 

Mrs. Tunſtall was not quite ſo indifferent as ſhe im- 
agined ; love ſeldom riſes: to a blaze, till it is fanned with 
ho; e; and in a few other viſits ſhe declared to him, that 
ſhe could no longer reliſt any inclination of his; on the 
contrary, found her affection for him grow ſo entire, 
that ſhe withed to have it made her duty to love him 
with a warm and undivided heart. | 

Every circumſtance now ſeemed to concur to make 
Mr. Elliſon completely happy, when, three days before 
that fixed on for his nuptials, he received a letter from 
Mrs. Blackburn, informing him, that her huſband was 
in the hands of the ſheriff's officers ; and; if he did not 
take compaſſion upon him, he muſt be immediately re- 
moved to priſon, as they were not able to diſcharge the 
debt, and the creditor refuted to take Mr. Blackburu's 
bond knowing his whole fortune was mortgaged. 

Fewer entreaties would have ſufficed to bring Mr. 
Elliſon to their relief. He fat out in all haſte on horſe- 
back, but had not gone three miles, when his horſe threw 
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kim. He was at firſt ſtunned by the fall but, pain in a 
ſhort time brought him to himſelf, and convinced him 
that his thigh was broken. His ſervant ſent off 2 meſ- 
ſenger to a ſurgeon to meet him at his own houſe, ard 
wita great difficulty got him home. 

Mrs. Tunſtall was ſhocked to the greateſt degree at 
this melancholy news, aud immediately deter mined, 
that the want of the marriage ceremony ſhould not pre- 
vent her attendance on him during his confinement. 
She had once acted this part from gratitude; and ti uſt- 
ed the might now, without cenſure, be allowed to per- 
form it through affection. Her tender attentions greatly 
alleviates Mr. Eliiton's pains, but could not effect his 
cue; the third day after the fracture, a mortitication be- 
gan, which gave the ſurgcons theymoſt alarming appre- 
benfions. n M ee l | 

Melancholy as his fituation was, no dejection appear- 
ed in his countenance, - and, as ſoon as he apprehended 
his life was in danger, he conſidered of the bet method 
of preventing others from ſuffeting by his death. He 
charged, on his fortune, the ſupport cf a'l the charities 
and benevolences be had eftablſhed, - He diſcharged 
Mr. Blackburn's debt, and bequeathed ten thouſand 
pounds to Mrs. Tunſtall; and, as his ſon's fortune could 
not fail of being great, fince-Sir William's eſtate weu d 
come to him, he charged it with annuitics for all his de- 
pendants; he had not a ſervant to whom he didnot leave 
ſome token of his bounty; and, not confining his thoughts 
to England, obliged his ſon to leave his Jamaica eſtate 
in the hands of his ſteward, as long as he ſhould live pro- 
viding for all the Negroes that ſhould remain on the 
plantation at the time of his ſteward's death. 

His hardeſt trial was yet to come, the taking leave cf 
bis ſon, and intended ſpouſe. - Far the former he ſelt a 
thouſand fears, left his unguided youth migbt be led into 
ſome of the many errors to which that Coke of life is 


prone ; and he did not more grieve, than fear toleave him. 
He recapitulated the :ubſtance of all the inſtructions be 
had for ſo many years been inculcating, and hy{eeched 
him, with tears, and the # tendereſt careſſes, it id pr int 
them dan on ki bende e en b 
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But his ſevereſt taſk was the taking leave of Mu. 
Tunſtall, who approached his bed more dad than alive. 
He bade hei not grieve for him, fince he truſted he was 
going to the only place, where he could find a happinets 
ſuperior to what he ſtWuld have enjoyed in her feciety. 

Mrs. Tunſtall had no power to anſuer but with tears, 


which Rowed plentifully over the hand ſhe preſſed be- 


tween her's. 
At night, when the ſurgeons examined his leg, they 


found the mortification, to their ſurprife, had not advan- 


ced. The next day the ſymptoms appeared [tilt  litthe 
more favourable, and in a few days, beyond all expecta- 
tion, he was declared out of danger: and he now found, 
that the life he could ſo contentedly have parted with, was 
ſtill extremely dear to him. But, had it indeed loſt is 
charms, it muſt have obtained new ones fiom the joy 
that was diffuſed over the whole neighbourhood. 

Mrs. Tunſtall was ever rejoicing over his reſtored life, 
or on her knces giving thanks for ſo great a bleſſing, nil 
Mr. Elliſon was ſufficiently recovered to confirm at 
church the vnion of their hearts, which love had before 
completed; an union whick every ſucceeding day render. 
ed more delightful, as a fuller knowledge of each other's 
virtues, by increaling their eſteem and rational affection, 
more than compenſated for tome abatement cf paſſion, 
which muft unavoidably be the conſequence of poſſeſ- 
ſion ; and that certainty of each other's affections, which 
baniſh all the fears and anxicties ibat fan the fired 
love, and increaſe the paſſion by viciſſitude, mingling 
pains with its pleaſures. | | * PEN 

Mr. Eilifon had now nd wiſh ungratified. Mrs. EP 
ſon returned his affectiun in the” tendereſt manner, and 
completed his happineſe, by ertetipg into all his ves, 
2vd afliſting him in every work of humanity, & herein 
her heart was as deeply engaged as his. 

In a ſhort time after Mr. RIkſon's marriage, Str Wil. 
Fam died, and left him heir to his eſtate and titſe. 

His children, às they grew up, were all Honcrably 
marie and well ſettled in the world; and, amieng rhe 


telt, thefelded of his daughters Was tried to the eldeſt 


of die Granchan.“ 10s; the old gen tletmun having, tat 
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ſome time paſt, enjoyed the title of Duke, wich the ef- 
tate, on the deceale of his relations. x 

Thus lived. Mr, Elliſon, enjoying in ſweet and contents 
ed retirmeut, the higheſt bliis and ſelf-ſatisfaRtion that 
human nature is capable of, and which can only be ob. 
tained by a truly well ſpent and virtuous life : Deriving 
from a pious and humane ſenſibility, that happy and con- 
ſtant ſcreaity of con cience, that is only the attendant on 

god actions. Guided by it, he was early led to indefa- 
tigable induſtry, and a ſteady and prudent attention to 
buſlins*s. Fhis he knew was not only the ſureſt and moſt 
rational way to profper in He hut alſo the moſt pleaſ- 
ing and ſfelf-fatisfatery—that it was not only the way, 
whereby he could expett to plase himſelf above depend- 
ency—Hut tliitit was like wiſe the only mean which could 
eaable him to gretify the utmo!t with of his heart—viz. 
being able to relieve his fellow. creatures. 

His induſtry, as it was guided by a generous prudence, 
and a conſtant and ſteady adherence to the dictates of 
conſcience and humanity, eauld got fail of the greateſt 
ſucceſs, but although itraifed him to the greateſt af- 
fluence it did not raiſe him above kimſelt — he ſtill re- 
tained the ſentiments he at firſt ſet out wich, bleſſing 
and crowning. with the moſt delightful happineſs ail a- 
round him— He ſought not the favours of the great, ar 
the reſpet of the affluent - but the approbation of his, 
own conſcience. -- He delighted not in the buſtle of courts 
or of the world—but while he thought it his guty, 
he gave himſelf to buſineſs, and purſued it with 
unwearied attention; and, being faveured by heav- 
en to tha utmot of his withes, he choſe a retirement 
moſt ſwted to his mclination; where, ſequeſtered from 
the noiſe and buſtle of life, he could gratify, unmoleſted, 
the pureſt deſires of his ſoul, and enjoy himſelf in peace 
and ſatisfaction - where, envied by none, but adored by 
all-—he might be a father to the fatherieſs—and a pro- 
tector to the widow—a comforter to the afflicted and a 


friend to the whole kuman race. 


We could not take leave of this worthy family at a bet · 
ter time, than when it enjoys the utmoſ Felicity the 
world can afford, leſt, by ſome of thele unavailable is, 
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| forturies, which, in the courſe of time muſt befa! every 
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| n 4 
mortal beiag, the ſcene may be overcaſt, and they who 


are now the happieſt of mortals, become the objects of 


compaſſion. 
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SENTIMENTS. 


CONJUGAL AFFECTION. 


OF all the pleaſures that endear human life, there are 
none more worthy of the attention of a rational creature 
8 they that flow from a mutual return of conjugal 
90 | pare 

When two minds are thus engaged by the ties of re- 
ciprocal ſincerity, each alternately receives and commu- 
nicates a tranſport that is inconceivable to all but thoſe 
who are in this fituation : hence ariſes that heart-enob- 
ling ſolicitude for one another's welfare; that tender 
ſympathy which alleviates affliction, and that partici- 
panes pleaſure, which heightens projperity and joy it- 
telf, « f ö 

A good wife makes the cares of the world euſy, and 
adds a ſweetneſs to its pleaſures ; ſhe is a man's beſt 
companion in proſperity, and his only friend in adverſe y ; 
the earefulleſt preſerver of his health, and the kindeſt 
attendant on his ſickneſs ; a faithful adviſer in diſtreſs, a 
comforter in affliction, and a prudent manager of all his 
domeſtic affairs. | HE UNDP 

Good nature and evenneſs of temper wil' give you 
an eaſy companion for life; virtue and good ſenſe, an a- 
greeable friend ; love and conſtancy, a good wife or 
huſband, | 


2 — 


Character f a 9⁰⁰ Huſband. 


THE good huſband is one, who wedded not by in- 
tereſt but by choide, is conſtant as well tram inciination 
as from principle: he trea:s his wife with delicacy as a 
u man, with teudeineſs as a friend; he attributes her 
folliies to her weakne:is, her imprudence ta her inadver- 
tency : he paſſes them over therefore with good nature, 
a1d pardons them with indulgence ; all his eme and 
induſtry are employed for her welfare ; all his ſtrength 


SENTIMENTS. 


and power are exerted for her ſupport and protection; 
he is more anxious to preſerve his own caaracter and 
reputalion, becauſe her's is blended with it: lallly, the 
good huſband is pious and religions, that he may ani- 
ma'e her faith by his practice, aud enforce the precepts 
of Chrifianity by bis ewa example : that as they jom to 
promote each other's happineſs in this world, they may 
Baie 10-enure ecernal joy and fſelicity in that which is 
do cose. 0 


 Choratter of a go Wiſe. 


PHE 200d wife is one, who, ever mindful of the ſol- 
emn contract which ſhe hath entered into, is ſtrictly and 
conſcientionſly 'virtaous, conſtant, and faithful to her 
tuſbaad : chaſe, pure and unblemiſhed, in every tho't, 
word and desd.: the is humble and modeſt from rea- 
foa and conviction, fubmilive from choice, and obedi- 
ent from inclination: what ſhe acquires by love aud 
tenderneſs ſhe preferves by prudence and diſcretion : ths 
makes it ker buſineſs to ferve, und her pleaſure to oblige 
her huſband; conſcious that every thing that promotes 
his ha;pineſs, muſt in the end, contribute to her own + 
ber tenderneſs relieves his cares, her affectlon ſoftens his 
diſtreſs, good humour and complacency leſſen and ſub. 
due his afff ctrons. © She openeth her moath,” as Solo- 
mon tays, © with wiſdom, and in her tongue is the law 
of kindneſs. She louketh well to the way of her houſe- 
hold, and eateth not the bread cf idleneſs: her childre 
riſe up and call her bleſſed: her huſband alſo praiſeih 
her.” As a good and pious chriſtian, the looks up with 
an eye of gratitude to the great diſpenſer and difpoſer of 
all tkmgs, to the huſband of the widow and father of the 
fatkerleis, entreating his divine favour and - afliſtance 
in this and every other meral and religious duty 
well. fatisfied, that if ſhe duly and punRually giſcharge 
her ſeveral offices in this life, ſhe ſhall be bleſſe d an 
rewarded for it in another: * Favour is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain: but à woman that f:ureth the Lov 
ſhe {hall be praiſed,” 
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